STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
OFFICE OF THE ATTORMEY GEMERAL

DARRELL ¥. MaGAAW, UR. CHARLESTON 26305 [304) BRS-ME21

ATTORMEY GEMERAL Fax (304) 555-0140

October 12, 2004

Fdwin Roger MeCuakd
2306 Hawgh Drive
Pittsburgh, FA 15237-5633

Dear Mr, MoQuaid:

Your taxed letter oMOctober 8, 2004 addressed 1o the Altorncy Ceneral was referved to mc for
areply. Asladvised vou during ourtelephonc conversations on September V3 und 14, 2004, there s
nothing you or this office can do regarding this cage.

Even iFeounsel for the Stae was neglivent in handling Tammy Wilson'shabeas case, you advised
me that a finul order haz already been entered granting herhiabeas relicf and acuupimg heepuilty plegin
cxchange for atoduced sentence. Uniortunately, asTalso said during oue earlier coversitiones, the State
docs nol have the ripht to appeal in criminal cases, and any attempt toovertuen the habos decision and
retngtate her proviows conviclion could violate doubls jeopardy principles.

1 share your frustrarion with the filureofthe erirmnal justice system W address the concerns of the
victim's fumily inthiz case. Elowever, | am afraid that your only recourse now 1 (0 appear belors the
Purole Bourd every time Ms. Wilson iz up for parcle, and oppose her request for release.

Wery truly yours,

W 7 el

DAWN’é. wmmnﬁ_)
DEPUTY ATTORNTY GENERAL

[P e
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By Tina Alver

A Ronceverts worinn convicted
in 1907 of being the mastermind be-
hind the munder of Lewisburg busi-
negsman Tod MeQuaid is nuw on the
road to polentially winning her free.
dom.

Monongalia Coundy Circait
Judyge Rohert B, Stone overtumed the
Juty verdict against Tammy Wilion,
43, in March of this year, after the
Greenbtier Covnty Prosecutors office
conceded an emror was made in Ui
gele oon of that jury,

Wilson's trlal had been muvea [
blonmglia frorm Greenbrier Coanty,
where MeQuaid was killed. Afier

witnesses, includiog Wilson's fwea co-
defendants, the jury Eend her guilty
o First dopree murder, making no rec-
ammendatinn for mency.

. ARer revicwing a petition for a
wetilof habcas cotpus fited by Wilson,

. Greenbrier County prosecutoss de-

wided oo ask the conrf i prant the widt,
contingent upon the defendarit's plead-
iy wuilty to first degree murder. The
agreament further sipulated, ™[ TThe
court should make a finding that

{3 mercy should he pranted Defendant.

whith wonld have the effect of mak-
ing Drefendant chigihle for conslder-

: P atiom [or purele after serving 3 total of
" ren... years in the West Virginia State

Ponitemtiary.”

Kince Wilson had already been in
prison for more than 10 years, she was
immediately eligible for pacole.

According to Janet MeQuaid, the
mather of muweder victim Tod
MQuaid, a parole hearing was held

3 this fall, but the busrd denied Wilson's

izitial hid for freedormn. She can rep-

T crition for parole at preset inlervals,

Janet MoQuaid said she and her

* hushand, E Rogee McoOuaid, were

unaveyre that plea bargainng was be-
ing conducted with ome of their son's
killers until e deal had keeen ap-

. proved by 1 judge, The couple con-
T tacted the West Virginia AUomey
S Generals office to see il the arvange-
, ment could be voided.

herring testimony Trom a numbes of

In respouse, Deputy Attoriey
tencral Davwn B Warfisld wrote to the
MeQuaids, cauticning, "[Alny atemmpr
to overum e habens decision and
reinstate [Wilson's] pravious convic-
tigt conld violate double jeopardy
principlcs.”

Warfield coninuoed, "I am, afraid
that vour only recourss now is o ap-
pear before the Parole Board every
timme Ms. Wilson (s up for parole, and
oppise her request for release.”

Japel MoQuaid maintains (he
grounds upen which the habeas was
granted are spLTicUS, & coutention with
which Greenbrier County Prosecuior
Kevin Hanson disegrees,

The habcas petition allegos 1hal
ane of the juroes, idenified by Janst
WMoGuaid a5 Michael Wilson, waiys

"old friend” of then-Greanbrier”

County Prosecutor Richard H.
Lorensen. Despite the personal rela-
tiorwhip, the patitibo mainmins, dt
juror was impancled rathes than be-
ing cxrused from zerving.

Janet MoQuaid noted the Michac
Wilson whom Lorensen identificd a5
an old friend ik 3 Morgantown den-
tisl. She said she conlscied both Dr.
Wilson antl the Michael Wilson who
served on Lhe jury, and confimmed they
wete tw different people.

Andistanl Prosccubing Altomey
Stevie Dolly handled the habeas case
at thiz cnd, vowrt documerits reflect.

Neither Diolly tior Hansom was
affiliated with the Greenbrier County
Prosecutor’s office at the time of the
Cletober 1990 murder o the two jury
trials that lollowed.

Diglly did not ceturn telephons
cofls this week seeking information
about the pléa agreanient

Agked what his office hed done
o confiom the validily of the accusa-
tion made in the habeas perilion,
Husison said this meming, "I am rela-
tively cortain that Steve [Dolly] tatksd
(o Rick Loerensen. And Tam relaiively
certain there is an affidavil of some-
thing signed by lhal jur |Michacl
Wilson] in the file.”
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. Verdict Overturned In McQuaid
Murder; Plea Agreement Reached

Lorensen Al filed tn petum bele-
phone calls 1o his pifice this week
secking a response to the allegations.

Canceding, "I know reladively
linle aboui this case,” Hanson &1-
plained why he decided to enter into a
plea arrangement tather thag cetry
Tummy Wilson.

"it's the bird in the hand versus
I i the bush kind of (hing," he said,
"I'he verdict is tmknown if we ge back
o i3l Getting all of the witnesses
back after so many years [is uncer-
tata]. Tt's touch more of 4 burden to
gel a guilty verdiet again.”

Thie Murder (8 Tod Mco(Quaid

Key to Tammy Wilson's convic-
tion in 1991 was the lestimony of her
two en-defendants, Roger Cline, later
convicted of Deing the HpgcTman in
thw ¢ase, and Harry Jos Johnson. All
three were employees at Temac Secu-
rily Systerns in Lewisburg, tho firm
that Tod MeoGuaid owned.

Tuhnson ultimately pled guilty to
mwrdar and was sentenced to five 1o
L% years in Lhe state penitentiary.

A Greenbrier County jury found
Cline guilty of first dexres murdar in
garty 1992, The jury recommended
mercy, meaning Cline had to serve
least 1D years before being ¢tigible for
parpte. _

MotQuaid, 36, was killed on Oc-
tober &, 1990, dt Tamimy Wilsoi's e
dence on Coffman Hill Ruad.

According to trial testimany, Wil
s had 2 peracnal relitionship with
the victim und hed Tured him to ber
home, where she dupged him in
preparation for e kill.

Afver MoOuaid was unconscious,
Yohnsott anid Cline arived, acconding
to Iohnson's own iestimony. He fur-
ther testificd that Cline shot their boess
in the hoad on bhe fourth atbermpl

Ciine drove the body to Ohin,
where the remains were discovered on
Oclober 23, 1998, in a shallow grave.

Earlier this year, Janet MceCuaid
published her personal account of en-
during the murder ¢f her child. The
book is tled Secerity Breach
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Former Prosecutor Says
Juror Was Not His Friend

By Tina Alvey

The mloarmation Greenbricr
County authorites relicd upow
agrecue toovoid Tammy Wilson'z
murder conviction was Mlse, according
(o the man wha oeiginally prosecuted the
case,

Wilson was convicled by a
borgantown jury w1997 o the muorder
of Tior bags, Tod Mot naid. 'Testimony by
P codelenduniz ndicated Wilson was
the masicrming of the plod o kall
MoOuad, vho owed TEMAL Seonniny
Systcms, 4 Towisbore lirm,

Mot uaid waz shol o death al
Wilson s hoeme on Coflman Hill Boad in
Ronceyverne in Octaber of 1990, Roger
Climes was convigied by g Greenbricr
Counly Jurs in 1297 4y the (rigeemigm

Wilsom Lled a poiiwon for a wril
of halcay corpns lasl year. clulming
amomg lher assertions. that ong of (he
jurors @i her ial was wn old friend of
then=Creenbricr County Proscenior
Fichyrd H |orgensen,

I a loller 1o Wilson s allomey,
datzd December 146, 303, Asgislinil
Creenbricr County Proscouting Allomey
Stephin B Dolly concediad the wril
should be arimied “on the wround thal the
Jury wgs improperly comstimuted oy
alleszad in (he Defendant’s petition,”™

The Ietter futher aulingd an
gurecment imder which Wilsem wonld
Plead wuilty o first deerce murder and
the Court “shogld™ make g finding of
merey, megning Wilsom couyld ypply for
parale, nol an optian under the jury
verdicL which recommendsd ng mercy,

Monongalia Courmty Circuit
Jndge Rober B, Stone cverumned the jury
vardict i March of this ver, accopting
e plea arrangement agrzed to by the
stare angd the defendant,

Bul, accordwe (o Lorensen, the

Juror Wilson alleacd weas lug lidend

gimply shared a name-Michas! Wilson-
willr an acquainlanes of the fermer
prosccular,

"L lngw g Michazl Wilsom, He's
adentist,” Lorensen said, "Bt he's nol
the [Michas! Wilson] swho was on the

qury”

Anather former classmale ol ihe
Morganlown-raised Lorensen was in Fagl
in the jury pool. but excused himggl
because of the comeetion. Lorensen
noled,

Grecnbrier Conniy Prosconlor
Kevin Hgmson said om Triday, when
combygeted sbonl the plea yoreemenl.
which only Tecenily came: (o public
dltention, that he belicyed Dally had
spoken Lo |orensen aboul the allegations
of un improperly constiluigd jury,

l.DTU'I'Iﬁ.;.-“ﬂ_ ]'I{'Il‘l.’p‘i.:‘rUT._ Sﬂ'il.'] i ong:
trom the prosceulors office had contacted
Tim prior o cxeeuting the plea
dgrecmenl,

When Grreenbricr County Cirgnil
Judae Frank E, Jollitf wold Lormmsen of
the deal during g Christmas parly last
viar, U wys shoclaed.” the fommer
mrossaior said,

Tammy Wilsom is incarceraled in
the Prumivionwn Comreetional Center, Her
inital application tor parole this fall was
demnicd,
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Sent frorn the ffermet

By Christian Giggenbach

REGISTER-HERALD REFPORTER

LEWISBURG — A Ronceverts woman who was convicted in 1281 in the murder
af a Lewisbumm businessman wilk stay behind kars even though a circuit
court judge overturned the juny verdict, sccording to a Greenbiier

County prosecutor.

Tammy Wilson, 4.3, was convicted 132 years ago of first-degree murder
without mercy — meaning no chance of parole — for har part in the 1290
death of her hoss, Tod MoQuaid. Testimony by her two co-defendants,
Roger Cline and Hary Joe Johnson, stated that Wilson had planned the
murder,

All three worked for McQuaid at the Temas Security Systems business he
owned in Lewisburg.

A Greenbrier County jury convicted Cline of first-degree murder with
mercy in 1592,

Johirson pheaded guilly lo second-degree murder and was sentenced 5 ko 13
years in prison. Wilson®s trial toak place in Monongalia County.

In March of this year, Monongalia County Circuit Judge Robert B. Stone
overtumed the jury verdict after Wilson entered into a plea agreement
with Greenbrier County prosecutor's office.

The plea agreement came after Wilson guestioned the verdict by filing a
wirit of habeas corpus last year, asserting vanous errors made by the
prosecuiar at the time, Richard Lorenson.

Greenbrier prosecuiors asked the court ta grant the writ, which led

Judge Stone ta overturn the convicton.

“Instead of another trial, we negofiated a plea agreement with the
delendam " Greenbrier azsistant prosecutar Stove Dolly told The
Register-Herald. “If she gets a new ifal, then we canhot prosecute her
becauses the case s too ald.”

Dolly said the plea agreement called far Wikson to plead guilly o
first-degres murder with mercy, which would allow her the opportunity
tor parale every three years.

Wilzon's first perole hearing oceurred In May and she was denied.

| don’t have the same evidence to convict her with that {which) they

had tn 1881." Dolly said. "The key wilness againsl ber hazs been
discharged from prison and he ls gone. In anather thal, 1 dan't think

we ¢ould have conwicted her.”

Lty 2R Hully
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